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Urban  District  of  Ilfracombe. 


Public  Health  Committee. 


Chairman  : Councillor  W.  H.  Roulstone. 


Councillors  : 


J.  Armstrong. 

H.  Bryant. 

R.  Fairchild. 

Mrs.  H.  Farndell. 

The  Chairman 
(Councillor  Major  F. 


J.  H.  Gilbert. 

W.  G.  Johnson. 

A.  G.  Snow,  C.C. 

W.  E.  Trebble  and 

f the  Council 
. Thomas,  T.D.,  J.P.) 


Clerk  of  the  Council  : H.  G.  Brede. 


Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  : 

tt  D.  C.  Adam,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector , Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

*t  Frank  J.  Saunders,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.l.A. 

Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Liverpool  University. 

Junior  Assistant : H.  R.  Curtis,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 

Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  : Miss  A.  Chadwick. 

t Part  time. 

* Whole  time. 

t Salary  contribution  by  Exchequer  grants. 
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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Ilfracombe. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  which  deals  with 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

The  Report  is  constructed  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  1931  Census  was  9,175; 
the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  was  8,206  and  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates  have  been  calculated 
on  the  latter  figure. 

The  Birth-rate  is  11.7  per  1,000,  a figure  slightly  higher  than  that 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  Death-rate  of  10.17  per  1,000,  is  well  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurring  in  the  district 
was  again  very  small. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  district  has 
been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

I should  like  to  compliment  Mr.  Saunders  on  the  expeditious  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  his  duties  and  for  his 
assistance  to  myself  throughout  the  year.  I also  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Westaway  in  providing  the  data  for  the 
Meteorological  Report. 

The  Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Miss  Chadwick,  terminated 
her  long  tenure  of  the  post  under  the  Superannuation  Scheme  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  Council  appointed  Miss  B.  George,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m., 
r.f.n.  (Deputy  Matron,  Croydon  Borough  Isolation  Hospital)  who  took 
up  her  duties  here  in  January,  1939.  I cannot  allow  this  opportunity 
to  pass  without  paying  a tribute  to  the  work  of  Miss  Chadwick  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

June,  1939.  D.  C.  ADAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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Urban  District  of  Ilfracombe. 


Statistical  Memoranda,  1938. 


Situation 

Area  (excluding  Foreshore) 
Elevation  of  Area  built  on 
Geological  Formation 
Population  (Census  1931) 


. . Lat.  51°  13'  N.,  Long.  4°  V W. 

5,627  acres 
19  feet  to  744  feet 
Shale  overlying  limestone  and  sandstone 
. . . * ..  ..  ..  9 , 1. 7 5 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  mid-year,  1938)  . . 8,206 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  Rate  Books  2,556 
Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1931)  . . 2,327 


New  Houses  Certified,  1938 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1938) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Rainfall  during  1938 
Bright  Sunshine  during  1938  . . 

Births  . . 96 

Birth-rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Deaths  . . 121 

Death-rate  (corrected) 

Death-rate  (England  and  Wales) 
Tuberculosis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 

Infantile  Mortality  (England  and  Wales) 


Birth-rate 


Death-rate 


18 

• • £85,276 

£355  6s.  4d. 

957  m.m. 
1518.5  hours 
11.7  per  1,000 
15.1  per  1,000 
14.74  per  1,000 
10.17  per  1,000 
11.6  per  1,000 
0.97  per  1,000 
52.08  per  1,000  Births 
53  per  1,000  Births 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  many  natural  beauties  of  Ilfracombe  are  well  known  and 
attract  a large  number  of  visitors  during  the  season. 

Situated  on  the  southern  shore  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  in 
sheltered  valleys  running  back  from  the  sea,  the  district  obtains  full 
benefit  from  the  pure  air  of  the  open  sea  and  has  a good  sunshine 
record. 

The  climate  is  very  bracing  yet  equable  with  particularly  mild 
winters.  The  average  range  of  temperature  is  8.3  degrees,  a figure 
unexcelled  by  any  other  district  in  the  country. 
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During  the  Invalids’  Winter,  the  five  months,  November  to 
March,  the  mean  temperature  of  46.3  degrees  is  a high  one  and  the 
daily  range  is  only  7.3  degrees. 

Sunshine  during  these  months  averages  1.93  hours  per  day,  there 
is  not  an  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  and  the  almost  entire  absence  of 
snow  and  frosts  testify  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter  climate. 

Ilfracombe  is  at  all  seasons  particularly  beneficial  to  invalids, 
convalescents,  town  workers  and  those  retiring  after  long  periods  of 
residence  in  the  Tropics  and  can  be  specifically  recommended  for  cases 
of  anaemia,  neurasthenia,  general  debility  and  certain  respiratory 
diseases. 

Ilfracombe’s  merits  as  an  All  the  Year  Round  health  resort  and  its 
exceptional  suitability  for  summer  and  winter  residence  are  worthy  of 
greater  attention. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  those  connected  with 
the  catering  for  visitors.  Industries  are  few  and  present  no  special 
dangers  to  public  health. 

Unemployment  is  seasonal,  during  the  summer  few  persons  being 
without  employment. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  1938. 


Live  Births — Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate  89  47 

Illegitimate  7 3 

Stillbirths — 


42  ( Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
4 1 mated  resident  population  11.7 


Legitimate  2 1 

Illegitimate  . . — 

Deaths  . . . . 121  53 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 
General’s  Short  List) — 


1 (Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
— 1 still)  births  ..  ..  20.4 

^ ( Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
5 (mated  resident  population  14.74 
Corrected  death-rate  10.17 
(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 


No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  . . Nil  . . — 

No.  30— Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil  . . — 

Total  . . . . . . . . Nil  . . — 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age— 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 52.08 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  56.18 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . . . Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1938. 

Registrar  General’s  Figures. 

Causes  of  Death.  Males  Females 

All  causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 53  68 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  ulcer 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  liver  diseases 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  puerperal  diseases 

Congenital  debility  ; Premature  birth,  etc. 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other  violence 

Other  defined  diseases 

Diarrhoea  2 years  and  over 


3 

5 

1 

5 

22 

1 

2 

1 

3 


4 

1 

13 

1 

2 

25 

3 
1 

4 


1 3 

1 2 


1 

2 

4 


2 

2 

1 

4 


The  Tuberculosis  Death  rate  was  0.97  per  1,000. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  18  deaths,  equal  to  a rate  of  2.19  per 

1 ,000. 

Heart  disease  again  figures  as  the  largest  individual  factor  in  the 
mortality  figures,  however,  as  has  been  noted  in  former  years,  this  is 
due  to  the  cause  of  death  in  the  very  aged  being  generally  attributed 
to  some  form  of  cardiac  disability. 
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Death-rates  in  various  areas  are  not  always  comparable  figures  as 
there  are  marked  differences  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  different  areas  and  in  this  respect  the  following  table  is 
noteworthy  : 

Age  at  Death. 

67  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  70  years  and  over. 

89  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  75  years  and  over. 

23  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  80  years  and  over. 

12  deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  at  85  years  and  over. 

4 deaths  were  recorded  of  persons  over  90  years  of  age. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Detailed  particulars  of  these  services  were  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1932;  there  has  been  no  material  change  during  the 
past  year. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


Local  Acts,  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  in  Force. 


Local  Acts. 

The  Ilfracombe  Improvement  Act,  1900. 

The  Ilfracombe  Harbour  and  Improvement  Act,  1905. 
The  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936. 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  2. 


Bye-Laws. 

Pleasure  Grounds 
Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels 
Ilfracombe  Harbour  . . 
Nuisances 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Slaughterhouses  (Public) 
Slaughterhouses  (Private) 
Hackney  Carriages  . . 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 
Markets 

Camping  Grounds 


25/5/77 

21/8/88 

17/10/99 

22/4/09 

18/10/21 

30/1/22 

26/2/23 

6/5/24 

19/9/28 

29/11/33 

23/6/37 


<S 


Water  Supply. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  is  constant;  it  is  delivered  by  gravitation 
and  is  of  the  highest  purity. 

It  is  received  by  eight  intakes,  which  are  fed  from  a watershed  of 
more  than  3,000  acres  of  open  moor  forming  part  of  the  Forest  of 
Exmoor. 

By  means  of  an  aqueduct  and  pipe  line  the  water  is  conveyed  for  a 
distance  of  14  miles  to  the  Ilfracombe  reservoirs.  It  is  then  filtered  and 
stored  in  covered  reservoirs  before  distribution  to  points  as  far  distant 
as  Hele  on  the  East,  and  Lee,  Mortehoe  and  Woolacombe  on  the  West. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  at  times  the  water  has  a plumbo-solvent 
action  the  use  of  lead  pipes  for  distributing  water  is  forbidden. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  houses,  principally  farm  buildings  in 
the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  and  which  have  their  own  private 
supplies,  the  whole  of  the  population  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s 
Works  directly  to  the  houses. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  samples  are  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

The  new  storage  reservoirs  and  filtration  plant  commenced  at  Hore 
Down  in  1937  were  completed  and  opened  during  the  year. 

Five  routine  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewers  are  modern,  well  equipped 
and  in  good  condition.  The  outfalls  discharge  into  the  tide-way  of  the 
Bristol  Channel  at  points  a considerable  distance  below  low-water  mark. 

For  the  Hele  district  a separate  system  is  provided. 

The  sewer  was  extended  short  distances  in  Watermouth  Road  and 
Croftswood  to  enable  newly  erected  houses  to  be  connected. 


Closet  Accommodation.  All  houses  in  the  town  area  are  provided 
with  water  closets  and  flushing  cisterns;  in  the  rural  part  of  the  district 
most  of  the  houses  have  water  closets  connected  to  septic  tanks  or 
cesspools,  a few  have  earth  closets  with  moveable  receptacles,  and  a 
very  small  number  of  isolated  houses  have  privies,  these,  whenever 
practicable  are  being  abolished  and  replaced  by  water  closets  connected 
to  septic  tank  systems. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  serious  pollution  occurred  during  the  year. 
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REPORTS  ON  THE  EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES,  1938. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  Infectious  Diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  this 
district  : — 


Small  Pox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlatina 
Erysipelas 
Typhoid  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Pneumonia  (Acute  Primary  and 
Acute  Polio-encephalitis 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Dysentery 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  ot 


Cholera 

Membranous  Croup 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Malaria 

Acute  Influenzal) 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Plague 
tier  forms) 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year,  1938. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • 

12 

9 

— 

Diphtheria 

• • 

• • • • 

. . — * . . 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  — 

. . — . . 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• « 

1 

. . — . . 

— 

Pneumonia 

• • 

15 

. . — . . 

7 

Erysipelas 

• • 

• • • • 1 

. . — . . 

— 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable  — 

. . — . . 

— 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  . . — 

. . — - . . 

— 

Total  . . 29 

9 

7 

AGE  GROUP 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

Enteric 

Scarlet 

(including 

Puerperal 

Age  Group 

Fever 

Diphtheria  Paratyphoid) 

Pyrexia  Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year 

— — 

— 



1 

1 to  2 years 

— 

_ — - — „ 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

3 to  4 years 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

4 to  5 years 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

5 to  10  years 

3 

— — 

— - 1 

— 

10  to  15  years 

4 

— 

— 1 

— 

15  to  20  years 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

20  to  35  years 

1 

— — 

1 4 

— 

35  to  45  years 

— 

— — 

— 1 

— 

45  to  65  years 

1 

— 

2 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— — 

— 5 

— 

Total 

12 

— 

1 15 

1 
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tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Re? 
Males 

piratory 

Females 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 0 to  15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— - 

- — - 

— 

1 5 to  20  years 

1 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20  to  25  years 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- — - 

— 

25  to  35  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  to  45  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  55  years 

— 

— - ■ 

- — - 

— 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

2 

- — - 

— 

65  & upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

o 

J 

1 

— 

a 

0 

4 

— 

1 

Ambulance  Facilities.  A motor  ambulance  is  maintained  by  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  disease  and  street 
accident  cases ; no  ambulance  facilities  are  provided  for  ordinary 
cases  but  the  Council  allow  the  use  of  its  motor  ambulance  at  the 
patient’s  charge.  The  service  maintained  is  adequate. 

Disinfection  of  Rooms  and  Articles.  02  rooms  were  disinfected  as 
follows  Scarlet  Fever,  20  rooms;  Tuberculosis,  8 rooms;  Cancer,  3 
rooms;  Vermin,  31  rooms. 

2,757  articles  were  disinfected. 

Verminous  Persons.  No  special  facilities  are  provided  in  the 
district  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  verminous  persons. 

Premises  are  disinfected  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  are  dealt  with  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  disinfecting  station. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  in  cases  where  this  cannot  be  satisfactorily  carried 
out  at  home. 

Food  Poisoning.  The  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1936, 
Section  159,  made  it  compulsory  in  this  district  for  medical  practitioners 
attending  a case  or  suspected  case  of  food  poisoning  to  notify  the  case 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  since  the  Act  became  operative. 
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Nutrition.  No  instructional  work  in  connection  with  nutrition  has 
been  carried  out. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  malnutrition  amongst  the  population. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  covered  sea  water  swimming  bath 
situated  on  the  New  Parade  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

The  swimming  bath  is  33  feet  wide,  122  feet  long,  and  holds  140,000 
gallons  of  water.  Modern  plant  is  in  use  so  that  the  whole  of  the  water 
is  filtered,  heated  and  chlorinated  about  every  four  hours,  a temperature 
of  approximately  72  degrees  Fahrenheit  being  maintained. 

The  efficiency  of  the  purification  methods  in  use  is  tested  periodically 
by  bacteriological  examination. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  sea  water  swimming  pool,  this  is 
situated  on  an  open  beach  below  high  water  mark  so  that  the  water  is 
renewed  every  tide. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Complaints  93  complaints  were  received  and  investigated.  The 
necessary  action  was  taken  to  obtain  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances 
which  came  within  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Notices  Served.  During  the  year  200  notices  were  served  as  follows  : 
Statutory  (under  Public  Health  Act)  6 ; Statutory  (under  Housing  Act)  11  ; 
Notices  re  Infectious  Disease,  16;  Informal,  126;  Verbal,  41.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  1,445  letters  and  circulars  were  sent  out  in 
reference  to  the  following  Milk  Supply,  415  ; Food,  36  ; Nuisances, 
58  ; Housing  Act,  641  ; Infectious  Disease,  37  ; Petroleum  Spirit,  113  ; 
Miscellaneous,  145. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED, 


House  roofs  repaired  and  made  watertight  . . • • • . 14 

Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . • • 14 

Damp  walls  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

External  plastering  repaired  . . . • . . . • 29 

Chimney  stacks  repaired,  rebuilt  or  repointed  • . • • 5 

Kitchen  stoves  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fireplaces  repaired  • . . . . . . . . . 2 

Windows  made  to  open  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Window  frames  repaired.  . . . . . . . . . 14 

Sufficient  lighting  provided  . . . . . . . . 5 

Through  ventilation  provided  . . . . . . . . 3 

Dilapidated  plaster  walls  repaired  . . . • . . 23 

Ceilings  repaired  and  made  good  . . . . . • . . 15 

Floors  repaired  and  made  good  . • . • • • . . 14 

Walls  repaired  or  rebuilt  . . . • • . . . 7 

Yards  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  . • . . . . • • 13 

New  dustbins  provided  . • . . . . . . . . 24 

Doors  repaired  . . • . . . • . . . 2 

Weather  slating  repaired  . . . • • • . . 3 

Stairs  repaired  • • • . • • • • • • 2 

Brick  arches  repaired  . . . . . . . . . • 3 

Skirting  boards  repaired  . • • • • • . . • . 3 

Yards  cleansed  • • • • • . • • • • 2 

Rooms  cleansed  . . • • • • • • • • 15 

Houses  disinfested  . . • • ♦ • • • • • 4 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. 

New  water  closets  provided  • • • • . . • • 2 

Defective  water  closet  basins  replaced  . • . . • • 5 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  replaced  • • • • 8 

Water  supply  to  water  closet  provided  . . • • • • 1 

Water  closet  seats  repaired  • • . • . . • • 4 

Water  closet  roofs  repaired  and  made  watertight  . . . . 2 

Water  closet  walls  repaired  . . . • . . • • 3 

Water  closet  windows  repaired  . • . . . • . . 1 

Water  closet  doors  repaired  • • • • • . . . 1 

Water  closet  walls  cleansed  . • . • . . . . 1 

Sufficient  lighting  to  water  closets  provided  . . . . 3 

Sufficient  ventilation  to  water  closets  provided  . . . • 2 

Drainage. 

Drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Insanitary  iron  gullies  removed  and  glazed  stoneware  gullies  provided  1 7 
Inspection  chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

New  inspection  chambers  provided  . • . . • . 1 

New  interceptors  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  • . . . . . . . 8 

New  sinks  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  • . . . . . 8 

Ventilation  to  soil  pipe  provided  . . . . . . . . 1 

Houses  redrained  and  connected  to  sewer  • • . . . . 4 

Factories. 

Ceilings  cleansed  . . • • • • • • • • 4 

Floors  cleansed  • . • • • • • • • • 3 

Walls  cleansed  • . • • • • • • • • 5 

Bakehouse  tables  cleansed  . . • • • • • . 1 

Water  closets  cleansed  . . . . . . . . • . 2 

Water  closet  seats  repaired  • • • . • • • • 2 

Water  closet  walls  cleansed  • • • . . • • • 1 

Other  defects  remedied  • . . • • . . • • . 2 

Shops1  Act 

Heating  improved  • • • • • • . . • • 4 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  • . . • • • • . 3 

Stairs  repaired  • • • • • • • ♦ • • * • 2 

Walls  cleansed  . . • • • • • • • • • • 3 

Water  closets  cleansed  • . • . • • • • • • 11 

Water  closet  seats  cleansed  • • . . • • • • 3 

Water  closet  seats  repaired  . • • • . . • • 2 

Water  closet  walls  repaired  • • • • • • . . 2 

Water  closet  windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  defects  remedied  - • • • • • • • • • 3 
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FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

29 

2 

Nil 

F actories  without  mechanical  power  . . . 

65 

2 

Nil 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including  works  of  building  and  engineering  construe tion 
but  not  including  outworkers’  premises) 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

112 

4 

Nil 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 
(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

18 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

— — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

■ — ~ 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Nil 

* 

Insufficient 

Nil 

— 

— 

— . 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

___ 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(not  including  offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Power) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937) 

Nil 

Total 

20 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Schools.  Periodical  inspection  is  made  of  the  schools  in  the  district. 
All  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains  and  adequate  sanitary 
conveniences  are  available  for  teachers  and  scholars. 


Smoke  Abatement.  Ilfracombe  is  essentially  a health  resort  and 
residential  area,  there  are  therefore  very  few  factories  or  works  in  the 
district. 
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9 observations,  each  of  30  minutes’  duration,  were  taken  of 
chimneys.  Some  trouble  was  caused  by  a chimney  recently  erected, 
but  the  cause  of  complaint  was  later  remedied. 

Animal  and  Insect  Pests.  The  Devon  County  Council  are  the 
Authority  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act.  Complaints  regarding  infestation  are  from  time  to 
time  received,  these  are  investigated  and  suitable  advice  is  given. 

Poison  baits  are  regularly  used  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip,  and  on 
suitable  occasions  dogs  are  used. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  Houses  found  to  be  infested: 

Council  houses,  Nil  ; Other  houses,  5. 

All  were  disinfested. 

(2)  The  woodwork  is  loosed  from  the  walls  and  the  walls  and 

premises  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Lawvercide. 

(3)  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  disinfesting  when  necessary 

the  belongings  of  persons  removing  to  Council  houses. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 

employees. 


Housing. 

As  a result  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts,  the  house 
number  12,  Fore  Street,  has  been  demolished. 

An  Undertaking  has  been  accepted  in  respect  of  number  93b,  High 
Street,  and  a Demolition  Order  has  been  made  with  reference  to 
number  18,  Higher  Slade. 


Housing  Statistics. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  18,  including 
one  erected  by  the  local  authority  at  the  Hore  Down  Water  Works. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  697 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,555 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  74 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  128 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  138 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  138 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  : — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  20i 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  4 
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(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  21^ 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Overcrowding  Survey,  the  rooms  in 
a further  491  houses  were  measured.  This  now  makes  a 
total  of  1,009  houses  which  have  been  measured. 

Camping  Grounds.  The  camping  season  this  year  appeared  to  be 
rather  shorter  than  usual.  During  the  first  week  in  August  special 
visits  were  made  to  all  sites  known  to  be  used  for  camping.  16 
different  sites  were  in  use  and  in  the  fields  there  were  405  tents,  11 
caravans,  127  cars,  46  motor  cycle  combinations,  33  motor  cycles  and 
11  pedal  cycles.  It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum  number  of  campers 
resident  at  one  time  would  be  1,000  persons. 

In  one  camp  the  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  was 
unsatisfactory,  when  the  owner’s  attention  was  drawn  to  this  camping 
in  the  field  was  discontinued. 

Each  of  the  other  camps  had  sanitary  conveniences  and  a water 
supply  was  available. 

The  number  of  inspections  during  1938  was  64. 

No  licences  were  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  but  consent  under  Section  192  Ilfracombe  Urban  District 
Council  Act,  1936,  was  given  in  respect  of  three  sites. 

Beaches  and  Pleasure  Grounds.  Throughout  the  year  but  more 
frequently  during  the  season,  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  the 
beaches  and  pleasure  grounds  are  maintained  in  a clean  condition. 

At  times  quantities  of  seaweed  are  washed  up  on  to  the  beach,  this 
is  regularly  cleared  and  used  on  gardens  as  a fertiliser. 

The  Council  has  provided  litter  bins  on  the  larger  beaches  and 
in  the  pleasure  grounds,  the  public  can  assist  the  cleanliness  of  the  town 
by  making  use  of  these  receptacles  instead  of  throwing  litter  and  waste 
paper  on  to  the  ground. 

A site  has  been  selected  for  the  erection  of  sanitary  conveniences 
near  to  Hele  Beach  and  the  work  of  construction  is  expected  to  be 
carried  out  during  1939. 

There  is  no  public  convenience  at  Lee,  the  Council  have  this 
question  under  consideration  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  not 
been  possible  to  obtain  a suitable  site. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

All  dairy  farms  were  visited  and  systematic  inspection  made  of 
dairies  and  cowsheds,  frequent  inspections  were  made  of  retailers 
premises. 

The  visits  to  farms,  so  far  as  practicable,  were  made  at  milking 
time  so  that  the  methods  could  be  observed  and  faulty  technique 
corrected. 

It  is  still  frequently  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for 
grooming  cows  and  washing  udders  before  commencing  the  milking  but 
there  has  this  year  been  a definite  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of 
the  milking  stools. 

Designated  Milks.  No  supplementary  licences  were  granted  by 
this  authority  but  there  are  four  farmers  who  hold  the  County  Council 
licence  as  Accredited  Producers. 

Work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  milk  supply  during  1938 
included  : — 

144  inspections  of  farms. 

182  inspections  of  cowsheds. 

218  inspections  of  dairies 

286  inspections  of  dairymen’s  vehicles. 

215  samples  of  milk  obtained 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Premises  within  the  Urban  District  : 

Cowkeepers  on  Register  (31st  December,  1938)  ...  46 

Registered  as  Producer  Retailers  ...  ...  28 

Registered  as  Producer  Wholesalers  ...  ...  11 

Registered  as  Producer  Retailers  and  Wholesalers  7 

Retailers  with  dairy  only, — non-producers  ...  ...  28 

Persons  who  sell  milk  within  the  Urban  District  but  whose  premises 
are  situated  outside  the  district  : 

Registered  as  Producer  Retailers  ...  ...  18 

Registered  as  Producer  Wholesalers  ...  ...  41 

Registered  as  Producer  Retailers  and  Wholesalers  5 


In  addition  to  the  above,  37  persons  who  retail  cream  only  in  the 
Ilfracombe  Market  are  registered. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk.  Samples  of  milk  for 
bacteriological  examination  are  forwarded  to  the  Devon  County 
Laboratory  at  Exeter. 
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The  samples  are  taken  from  the  churns  when  the  milk  is  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  delivery  to  the  consumer  or  to  retailers. 

In  all  cases  a copy  of  the  bacteriologist’s  report  is  sent  to  the 
retailer  from  whom  the  sample  was*  taken,  and  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  retailer  is  not  the  producer,  a further  copy  is  sent  to  the  producer. 

The  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  is  used  for  all  samples,  in 
addition,  repeat  samples  following  a failure  and  also  certain  other 
samples  are  subjected  to  the  bacterial  count  and  coli  tests. 

A summary  of  the  examinations  made  and  their  results  is  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Totals 

Methylene  Blue  only 

Methylene  Blue,  Coli  and  Count 

Tests  carried  out 

to 

1— ‘ 

Cn 

130 

85 

Number  examined 

h— ^ 

O 

oc 

84 

24 

Passed 

Results 

107 

46 

61 

Failed 

Ln 

"SI 

^ 4- 

— O 

Methylene  Blue 

Tests  on  which  samples  failed 

o. 

o 

Coli 

1 

1 

Count 

O 

o 

Methylene  Blue  and  Coli 

00 

oc 

Methylene  Blue  and  Count 

- 

- 

Coli  and  Count 

A 

■sO 

so 

Methylene  Blue,  Coli  and  Count 

Tuberculosis  Examination  of  Milk  samples.  48  samples  were  taken 
from  bulk  supplies  of  milk  and  forwarded  to  the  County  Bacteriologist 
to  be  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  by  means  of  guinea 
pig  inoculation. 

43  samples  gave  negative  results  and  4 owing  to  the  premature 
death  of  the  guinea  pig  were  reported  as  inconclusive. 

1 sample  taken  from  milk  produced  on  a farm  outside  Ilfracombe 
gave  a positive  result  ; this  was  referred  to  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  the  necessary  action  to  be  taken. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  sale  of  food  are  frequently 
visited  and  close  supervision  is  maintained  over  the  food  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  shops,  market  or  hawkers’  vehicles. 

Most  of  the  meat  sold  is  from  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
but  during  the  season  the  purveyors  purchase  hind  quarters  of  beef  and 
other  choice  joints  from  wholesalers  whose  premises  are  outside  this 
district. 

The  practice  of  slaughtering  pigs  on  farms  in  the  rural  area 
continues  and  the  dressed  carcases  of  these  animals  are  frequently 
brought  into  Ilfracombe ; as  the  carcases  are  often  minus  the  heads, 
and  the  offals  are  rarely  with  them,  adequate  inspection  cannot  be 
carried  out. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  all  meat  including  that  which  is 
brought  in  ready  dressed  and  most  of  the  butchers  make  a practice  of 
notifying  when  such  meat  is  being  received. 

On  six  occasions  disease  was  found  in  meat  which  had  been 
slaughtered  in  the  rural  district  and  brought  into  Ilfracombe  ready 
dressed. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during 
1938  was  325  cattle,  2,550  sheep,  551  pigs,  and  29  calves;  the  number 
slaughtered  in  private  slaughterhouses  was  327  cattle,  2,477  sheep, 
573  pigs,  89  calves,  about  60  per  cent,  of  these  were  examined  ante- 
mortem. 
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During  1938,  the  following  inspections  were 
with  the  supervision  of  the  food  supply 

Slaughterhouses 
Food  Purveyors’  Shops 
Markets 
Bakehouses 

Food  Hawkers’  Vehicles 
Meat  Carriers’  Vehicles 
Preserved  Meat  Dealers’  Premises 
Ice  Cream  Dealers’  Premises 
Cafes  and  Hotels 
Other  Food  Premises 


made  in  connection 


776 

648 

69 

17 

117 

151 

38 

42 

35 

34 


Slaughterhouses.  The  Public  Abattoir,  reconstructed  in  1929,  is  a 
modern  building,  well  equipped  and  situated  in  a convenient  position  near 
to  the  Slade  Road.  The  accommodation  available  is  ample  for  the 
requirements  of  the  area. 

This  year  the  Council  decided  to  refuse  renewal  of  two  slaughter- 
house licences ; the  owners  of  the  premises  appealed  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions  but  the  Council’s  decision  was  upheld  and  the  two  slaughter- 
houses have  been  closed  since  the  end  of  September. 

There  is  still  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  use. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

632 

20 

118 

5,027 

1,124 

Number  inspected 

618 

20 

118 

4,992 

1,124 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

59 

5 

9 

101 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

9.33 

25.0 

3.39 

2.10 

1.86 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

16 

2 

0 

0 

122 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

3.0 

10.0 

0 

0 

10.94 
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Animals  inspected  and  found  to  show  evidence  of  disease  or  unsoundness 


Table  I. — Cases  in 

which  whole  carcase 

and  organs  destroyed. 

Disease  or  Condition  Cattle  ex- 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  or 

Pigs 

eluding  Cows 

Lambs 

Tuberculosis 

3 







1 

Emaciation 

# * 



1 

_ 

_ 

Joint-ill 

. . — 

— 

1 



— 

Nephritis 

• • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Oedema 

• • 





2 



Sapraemia 

• • — 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

Septicaemia 

• • — 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

3 

— 

2 

5 

2 

Table  2. — Cases  in 

which  Parts  of  Carcase  and  Organs  Destroyed. 

Disease  or  Condition  Cattle  ex- 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  or 

Pigs 

eluding  Cows 

Lambs 

Tuberculosis 

16 

2 

— 

— 

122 

Abscesses 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Actinomycosis 

1 



— 

1 



Angioma 

1 

o 

O 

— 

— 

— 

Arthritis 

• • — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis 

1 



— 

— 

1 

Decomposition 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Distomatosis 

38 

1 

— 

76 



Echinococcus 

. . - 







2 

Hernia 

• • — 

— 

1 





Nephritis 

• . — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pericarditis 

• • — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pleurisy 

10 

— 

— 

11 

6 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Strongyli 

• • — 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Traumatism 

1 

— 

— 

1 



Urticaria 





— 

— 

1 

Number  of  organs  destroyed  for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions 


in  different  classes  of  animals  during  1938. 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  or 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Lungs  : Tuberculosis 

12 

I 

— 

— 

3 

16 

Other  conditions 

16 

3 

— 

17 

14 

50 

Hearts  : Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Other  conditions 

1 

1 

— 

5 

8 

15 

Bowels  : Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Other  conditions 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Stomachs  : Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Other  conditions 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Spleens  : Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 



1 

3 

Other  conditions 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Livers  : Tuberculosis 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Other  conditions 

49 

5 

— 

83 

10 

147 

Heads  : Tuberculosis 

1 

. — 

— 

— 

122 

123 

Other  conditions 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 
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Unsound  Food. 

Weight  of  Unsound  Meat  and  Offals  destroyed  during  1938  : 


Tuberculosis 


Beef 

1,739 

Beef  Offals 

810 

Pork 

2,293 

Pork  Off  als 

66 

Mutton 

— 

Mutton  Offals 

— 

Total 

4,910 

Other  Diseases  and  Conditions 

Total 

138 

1,877 

832 

1,642 

182 

2,477 

102 

168 

322 

322 

267 

267 

1,843 

6,753 

Of  the  total  amount  of  Meat  and  Offals,  2,940  lbs.  was  surrendered 
after  examination  at  the  Public  Abattoir,  the  remaining  3,813  lbs.  being 
surrendered  after  examination  either  in  Private  Slaughterhouses  or  in  shops 


Other  Unsound  Foods  Destroyed. 


Apples 

1 tin 

Syrup 

2 tins 

Apricots 

4 tins 

Essences 

8 bottles 

Blackberries 

6 ,, 

Fruit  drink  crystals 

129  packets 

Cherries 

4 ,, 

Milk 

2 tins 

Figs 

1 box 

Tea 

8 packets 

Grapes 

5 tins 

Biscuits 

0 

Grape  fruit 

1 tin 

Cake  mixtures 

10  „ 

Oranges 

16  tins 

Cereals 

12  „ 

Pears 

..  15  „ 

Confectionery 

3 boxes 

Pineapples 

5 „ 

Corned  Beef 

7 tins 

Plums 

2 „ 

Ham 

14  „ 

Prunes 

1 tin 

Sausages 

17  „ 

Raspberries 

2 tins 

Tongue 

1 tin 

Mixed  Jam 

. • 5 jars 

Cod 

14  lbs. 

Beans 

3 tins 

Kippers 

28  „ 

Beetroot 

2 „ 

Lobsters 

5 jars 

Pickles 

..  3 bottles 

Salmon 

4 tins 

Sauces 

4 „ 

Chicken 

27 

Soups 

2 tins 

Apples 

160  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  the  above  amounted  to  6 cwts.,  3 qrs.,  19  lbs. 


The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  In  accordance  with  this 
Act  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  slaughterhouses  are  stunned  by  a 
mechanically  operated  instrument  and  slaughtermen  are  required  to 
obtain  a licence. 

During  the  year,  24  licences  were  granted. 
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Markets*  69  visits  were  paid  to  the  Markets  and  inspections  were 
made  of  the  stalls  and  the  food  exposed  for  sale. 

The  stall-holders  are  mostly  market  gardeners  and  small  farmers 
who  bring  in  their  own  produce  which  usually  consists  of  fruit,  vegetables 
and  dairy  produce. 

The  stalls  are  of  various  types,  some  being  raised  on  trestles  but 
others  are  in  box  form ; a uniform  type  of  stall  raised  from  the  floor 
would  greatly  facilitate  cleansing  of  the  market  and  would  also  afford 
more  accommodation. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  eight  bakehouses  on  the  Register,  seven 
of  these  have  power  driven  machinery  and  are  therefore  mechanical 
factory  bakehouses,  the  other  is  a non-mechanical  factory  bakehouse. 

17  inspections  were  made  of  the  different  premises. 

Ice  Cream  and  Preserved  Foods. 

In  accordance  with  Section  147  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District 
Council  Act,  1936,  all  persons  manufacturing  preserved  meat,  fish  or 
other  foods  and  all  persons  manufacturing  or  selling  ice  cream  must  be 
registered  with  the  Council  and  all  premises  used  for  the  preparation, 
manufacture  or  storage  of  preserved  foods  or  the  manufacture  or  sale 
of  ice  cream  must  also  be  registered. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  56  registrations  in  respect  of 
preserved  meat  and  59  with  reference  to  ice  cream. 

Visits  paid  to  premises  where  preserved  meat  was  handled 
numbered  38. 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  sale  of  ice  cream  were 
inspected  on  42  occasions. 

Greater  care  is  now  being  taken  in  the  handling  of  ice  cream  and 
the  general  condition  of  premises  and  utensils  shows  improvement. 

Shops1  Act,  1934,  The  Welfare  clauses  of  this  Act  are  administered 
by  the  Urban  Authority  and  require  that  suitable  and  sufficient  means 
of  heating  and  ventilation  are  provided  and  maintained  in  shops  and 
that  proper  sanitary  accommodation  is  available  for  the  use  of  the 
employees. 

To  ascertain  that  these  requirements  are  being  complied  with  177 
inspections  were  made  of  shops. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections  new  water  closets  were  provided  in 
three  shops,  the  heating  arrangements  were  improved  in  four  shops,  in 
addition  to  other  sanitary  work  being  carried  out. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  samples  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year  : — 


Article 

Samples  Taken 
Formal  Informal 

Result  of  Analysis 
Genuine  Adulterated 

Prosecu- 

tions 

New  Milk 

13 

12 

1 

1 

Scald  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cream 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

— 

Chopped  Suet 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mustard  Condiment 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pepper 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

21 

20 

1 

1 

Administrative  Return  of  Action  taken  with  regard  to  samples  not 
reported  to  be  Genuine  : — 

Article  Nature  of  Adulteration  Result 

New  Milk  No.  5 22  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat  Fined  £\  and  14/-  costs 


Three  “Appeal  to  Cow'’  samples  were  taken  on  the  request  of 
producers  from  whom  formal  samples  were  obtained. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a wholesaler  who  was  lined 
£5  for  obstructing  the  Sampling  Officer. 

The  average  composition  of  the  genuine  samples  of  milk  was  : fats 
3.49  per  cent.  ; non-fatty  solids,  8.91  per  cent. 

Four  informal  samples  were  examined  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Office  ; this  informal  examination  of  samples  enables  a close  supervision 
to  be  maintained  at  a minimum  of  cost. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Samples 
taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  are  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  Devon. 

Milk  Samples  for  cleanliness  and  tuberculosis  examination  are 
forwarded  to  the  Devon  County  Council  Laboratory  at  Exeter. 

Public  Places  of  Entertainment.  Periodical  inspections  have  been 
made  of  cinemas  and  other  public  places  of  entertainment  to  ascertain 
that  the  lighting,  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation  was  satis- 
factory. 

No  complaints  have  been  made. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  contract 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

For  the  ordinary  collection  of  house  refuse  a Thornycroft  low- 
loading  motor  vehicle  fitted  with  self-closing  metal  shutters  is  used  and 
for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  and  to  assist  with  the  early  morning 
collection  during  the  season  an  ordinary  lorry  provided  with  a canvas 
cover  is  in  use. 

From  dwelling  houses  the  collection  is  made  once  each  week  during 
the  winter  and  twice  each  week  during  the  summer,  a daily  collection 
being  made  from  the  larger  hotels  and  boarding-houses  during  the 
season. 

The  general  collection  of  trade  refuse  is  once  each  week  but  from 
fish  shops  and  certain  other  premises  a daily  collection  is  made. 

At  isolated  premises  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  district  there  are  a 
few  earth  closets  and  cesspools,  these  are  cleansed  by  the  occupiers  and 
the  contents  are  used  on  the  land. 

There  are  no  ash-pits  in  the  district,  all  houses  being  supplied 
with  regulation  dustbins. 

Periodical  inspection  is  made  to  ensure  that . these  bins  are 
renewed  when  necessary,  during  the  year  24  new  bins  were  supplied 
after  notice  being  given  from  this  department. 


Refuse  Disposal.  The  house  refuse  collected  consists  largely  of 
paper,  tins  and  vegetable  refuse  but  during  the  past  year  there  has 
been  a very  noticeable  increase  in  the  cinder  and  dust  content  with 
little  or  no  decrease  in  the  total  amount  of  light  combustible  material. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  Council’s  depot, 
which  is  situated  in  a deep  valley  at  Killicleave  Woods. 

The  Council  grant  permission  to  builders  and  others  to  use  the  tip 
as  a dump  for  surplus  material  and  as  this  surplus  mainly  consists  of 
soil  and  shale,  it  is  utilised  for  the  covering  of  the  refuse.  During  the 
year  the  following  loads  were  deposited  at  the  tip : — House  refuse 
1945  loads;  other  refuse  155  loads;  Gulley  cleanings  171  loads;  Street 
sweepings  571  loads;  Soil,  shale  and  similar  material  1309  loads. 

The  continuance  of  employment  of  additional  labour  has  enabled 
the  improvement  made  in  the  general  condition  and  working  of  the  tip 
to  be  maintained. 
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139  loads  of  trade  refuse  were  collected  and  removed  to  the  Council 
Yard  where  the  firebox  of  a disused  tar  distiller  is  utilised  as  an 
incinerator,  in  addition  238  loads  of  other  light  material  were  brought 
to  the  yard  and  incinerated. 

Based  on  test  weighings,  the  amount  of  house  refuse  deposited  at 
the  tip  was  4,393  tons,  3 cwts.,  2 qrs.,  15  lbs.,  and  the  weight  of  trade 
refuse  collected  and  removed  to  the  yard  was  176  tons,  7 cwts. — a total 
of  4,569  tons,  10  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  15  lbs. 


Street  Cleansing.  Sweeping  of  the  streets  is  carried  out  by  workmen 
in  the  employ  of  the  Council,  the  collection  and  removal  of  the  sweepings 
being  done  by  contract. 

Previous  to  October  the  collection  of  street  sweepings  was  done  by 
means  of  horse  drawn  vehicles  but  in  that  month  a new  contract  was 
entered  into  whereby  the  use  of  a motor  vehicle  was  required. 

The  vehicle  used  is  an  Austin  ten  van  covered  in  at  the  front  and 
both  sides,  loading  being  done  from  the  rear. 

The  use  of  this  vehicle  has  given  a more  efficient  service  and  in 
addition  it  has  been  possible  to  remove  all  sweepings  to  the  refuse  tip 
instead  of  allowing  their  use  on  gardens  where  they  at  times  gave  rise 
to  complaints. 

During  1938  there  was  less  cause  for  complaint  respecting  refuse 
being  brushed  from  shops  on  to  the  roadway,  this  still  occasionally 
occurs  but  warnings  given  to  traders  have  produced  an  improvement. 

Several  times  garden  refuse  and  other  refuse  was  found  deposited 
on  minor  roads  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  the  persons 
responsible  for  this  insanitary  practice. 
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Riparian  Health  Authority. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


2.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 


TABLE  B. 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1937. 


No.  of  Passengers 

Inwards 

Outwards 


s 1st  Class  2nd  Class  3rd  Class  Transmigrants 


Nil 

Nil 


A full  account  of  the  permanent  arrangements  was  given  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1936.  No  alteration  has  since  been  made. 

Shell-fish.  T1  lere  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Urban  Authority. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 


Licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  at  57 
premises  ; the  total  amount  for  which  these  licences  were  issued  was 
75,960  gallons. 

One  licence  to  store  40  gallons  of  petroleum-mixture  and  one  licence 
to  store  224  lbs.  of  carbide  of  calcium  were  granted. 

The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  above 
licences  was  £38  5s.  Od. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  Act  and  Regulations  were 
being  complied  with,  205  visits  were  paid  to  petroleum  stores  and  garages. 


Ilfracombe  Meteorological  Report  for  1938. 


Station  and  Instruments.  The  Meteorological  Station  at  Ilfracombe 
is  classified  as  a Station  of  the  Second  Order,  the  instruments  in  use 
are  as  follows  : — 

Barometer.  Kew  pattern  with  attached  thermometer. 

Thermometers  in  Stevenson  Screen : - Maximum,  Minimum,  Dry 
Bulb  and  Wet  Bulb. 

Rain  Gauge.  Snowdon  pattern  with  5 inch  rim. 

Sunshine  Recorder.  Is  a Campbell  Stokes’  pattern,  adjusted  for 
latitude  and  consists  of  a glass  sphere,  which  brings  the  sun’s 
rays  to  a focus  on  a card  mounted  in  a metal  bowl  which  is 
approximately  spherical  in  shape.  The  Sunshine  Cards  are 
forwarded  to  the  Meteorological  Office  at  the  end  of  each  month 
for  examination  and  verification. 

The  annual  inspection  of  the  Station  was  made  by  C.  V.  Ockenden, 
Esq.,  of  the  Air  Ministry,  on  the  10th  June,  1938,  and  all  the  instruments 
tested  and  certified. 

Records  are  taken  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Meteorological  Office. 

Observations  are  taken  at  9 a.m.  and  5 p.m.  normal  time,  and  10 
a.m.  and  6 p.m.  during  Summer  time. 

After  the  evening  observations,  telegraphic  daily  reports  which 
contain  the  amount  of  sunshine  recorded,  temperatures,  rainfall  and 
any  special  phenomena  are  forwarded.  During  the  months  April  to 
October  inclusive,  morning  telegrams  are  forwarded  after  the  morning 
observations.  The  information  included  in  these  telegrams  is  placed  by 
the  Meteorological  Office  at  the  disposal  of  all  newspapers. 

January.  Rather  unsettled,  temperatures  were  above  average. 
Sunshine  showed  a slight  deficiency  and  rainfall  exceeded  average,  the 
greater  amount  being  recorded  during  the  night  period  (5  p.m.  to 
9 a.m.  the  following  day). 
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February.  Rainfall  was  very  low,  less  than  half  the  average  being 
recorded.  Temperatures  were  above  average  but  sunshine  was  slightly 
below.  Mild  conditions  prevailed  throughout  the  month. 

March.  Temperatures  and  sunshine  were  above  average  with  mild 
conditions  throughout  the  month.  Rainfall  was  well  below  average,  only 
12  millimetres  being  recorded. 

April.  An  exceptional  deficiency  of  rainfall  with  excess  of  sun- 
shine were  the  main  notes  during  the  month.  The  amount  of  rainfall 
recorded  during  the  month  was  3.2  millimetres.  Temperatures  were 
above  the  average. 

May.  The  first  10  days  were  moderately  dry  and  sunny;  169.0 
hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded,  the  average  being  5.45  hours  per  day. 
Rainfall  was  slightly  above  average,  the  amount  being  75.2  millimetres. 

June.  This  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  months  of  the  year. 
Sunshine  was  recorded  on  every  day  during  the  month  with  a total  of 
244.0  hours;  on  the  16th  15.2  hours  were  registered,  this  being  the 
most  recorded  for  any  one  day  during  the  year.  Temperatures  and 
rainfall  were  below  average. 

July.  Temperatures  were  above  average,  sunshine  was  remarkably 
low  and  rainfall  was  less  than  normal. 

August.  Marked  by  the  deficiency  of  sunshine  and  excessive 
rainfall  during  the  early  part  of  the  month  ; temperatures  were  above 
average. 

September.  The  total  amount  of  sunshine  recorded  was  131  hours. 
This  is  slightly  below  the  average  although  sunshine  was  recorded  every 
day.  Temperatures  were  slightly  above  the  average  and  a small  amount 
of  rain  was  recorded  during  most  nights. 

October.  Unsettled  for  the  first  10  days  with  milder  conditions 
prevailing  after  this  period.  Temperatures  and  rainfall  exceeded 
average,  sunshine  being  slightly  below. 

November.  There  were  mild  periods  between  the  1st  and  the  15th. 
Sunshine,  temperatures  and  rainfall  were  below  average. 

December.  Unsettled  throughout  the  first  fifteen  days ; mild 
conditions  prevailed  after  this  period.  Sunshine  was  above  average  but 
temperatures  and  rainfall  were  below. 
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Genera!  Notes  for  Year. 

1'he  day  with  the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was  the  3rd 
August  and  the  value  for  that  day  was  68.5  degrees. 

The  day  with  the  lowest  mean  temperature  was  the  19th  December 
and  the  value  for  that  day  was  28.5  degrees. 

The  greatest  range  of  temperature  in  the  Screen  upon  any  one  day 
was  17  degrees  on  the  3rd  August,  and  the  lowest  range  2 degrees  on 
the  13th  January. 

The  average  amount  of  cloud  at  morning  observations  taking  “0” 
as  clear  sky  and  “ 10  ” as  overcast  sky,  was  7.11. 

Freezing  point  was  reached  in  the  Screen  on  only  four  days  and 
on  the  grass  six  days.  At  morning  observations  hail  was  recorded 
on  two  occasions,  and  snow  on  one  occasion. 

Over  a period  of  years,  comparison  with  other  districts  proves  that 
Ilfracombe  has  a Winter  climate  unequalled  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Rainfall  on  Watersheds.  At  Challacombe,  Exmoor,  where  the 
watersheds  and  intakes  for  the  Ilfracombe  water  supply  are  situated, 
the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  69.88  inches  which  fell  on  245  days. 
The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  at  the  Slade  Waterworks  was  46.76  inches 
which  fell  on  205  days. 
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BRIGHT  SUNSHINE. 
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Signifies  plus. 


TEMPERATURES. 
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